WHAT IS ECOTOURISM
AND HOW CAN IT HELP
YOUR COMMUNITY2
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7 People have been traveling for many centuries,
starting with the famous explorers who went on long
dangerous journeys to find out what was out there

© More and more people over the last century started
to travel as a way to relax from work and to visit
and experience places that are different from
where they live.
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7 Tourism is the world’s largest industry.
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2 China’s tourism industry is also expanding quickly and will soon be
the world second largest travel and tourism economy.
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2 Despite major disruptions, tourism will continue to grow substantially
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2 The Chinese government has listed tourism as one of the
ma|or business in the Tibetan areas T ﬂ]”\ Sy AR/E arur
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© The government has began building transport and other

infrastructure to open up remote areas and prepare for
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2 Tourism can bring many opportunities for local
communities.
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2 But tourism can also present challenges and create
problems
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Many local communities want to get involved in the tourism industry, however
they often do not have the necessary knowledge and skills to plan and prepare
properly for tourism business. Because of this:
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1. Local communities can miss opportunities to do tourism business or get
tourism jobs
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2.  Significant environmental damage can take place.
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3.  Culture and traditions of local communities can be threatened or destroyed
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1. Local communities can miss opportunities to do
tourism business or get tourism jobs because:
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Outside tourism businessmen using local resources without benefits for the local communities
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Job opportunities are taken by outsiders because locals may not have the right education

and tourism business skills yet
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Disrupting or destroying existing local livelihoods
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Aggressive competition from outside businessmen forces local entrepreneurs out of business
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2. Significant environmental damage can take
place
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Dramatic increases in white waste and other rubbish
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Deforestation and erosion %:quwgmﬁ:g:%maﬂ
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Overuse and pollution of local water supplies
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Badly designed infrastructure and building development
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3. Cultural and traditions of local communities can
be threatened or destroyed
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Physical damage to cultural sites from too many visitors
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Disruption of traditional activities through lack of respect and understanding by visitors
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|IIIpCIC1' of outside ideas and values on local communi’ry
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7 Ecotourism is: “Responsible travel to natural areas
that conserves the environment and improves the
well-being of local people.”

gxrmaqr\[gm'?ﬁ’x'émﬂ'%‘qﬂﬁxgx:\:':@gga\'&ﬁ'&!ﬂéﬁ&@ﬁ:‘gﬂ'
f\@:‘gf\rg:c;&rﬂ]awax:'aq&!‘@'qas":rﬁmﬂr\rg'ﬂ51:':10;1{\104';;;7«

9 N HGTANG]
(TIES, 1990)



Definition
0

“ Ecotourism uses nature for tourism purposes in such
a way that it can be enjoyed by visitors but is not
destroyed in the process of being visited and is
therefore available for future generq’rions to enjoy
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Eco tourism business brings more economic
opportunities to local communities by:
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Creating more jobs for local people
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Gives existing environmental and cultural resources a real economic value
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Building of infrastructure services that locals can share with visitors
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Supporting local businesses through using local products and services.
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Supporting local social projects
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Ecotourism limits its impact on the environment by:
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Using natural resources without destroying them
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Setting up proper waste management systems
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Providing environmental education and training for locals, visitors and guides

B N B e A e R BN N P B AR DR



\_N..v-v;"r‘"‘

2 o - :
- T T 2119

s XTI E
e ».\ LR v'—\—\ 2

\ Y







Proper visitor management
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Use of clean energy sources g&'ﬂﬂ]&rﬂ]a’i‘&!ﬂ’}q’ﬂﬂ]



Proper design of roads and management of vehicles
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Ecotourism can protect local culture and
traditions by:
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Creating a reason to protect and preserve cultural and historical sites
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Creating value and pride in maintaining local traditions and sense of identity.
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Encouraging respect of local culture and traditions through education of guides, locals and
visitors
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Promoting small groups of visitors instead of mass tourism (less volume, high income tourism)
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Recent development of the Tibetan Plateau is bringing
dramatic changes to local communities
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2 Ecotourism offers a livelihood where locals can use
natural environments, traditional culture and historic
sites to bring economic and social benefits. (quality

of life)
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Eco tourists

Eco tourists like to spend time in nature, learn about the environment, connect with local

people and experience local lifestyles. Therefore typical eco tourism products are:
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© Nature tours like trekking, mountaineering, cycling tours, camping
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2 Accommodation like home stays, community run guesthouses and camp grounds
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2 Cultural tours like visiting local artisans, art courses, study tours, pilgrimages, guided tours to
monasteries and other cultural and historic sites
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Horse trekking
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Horse trekking
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Community experiences srqsxyaga awm@:q
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Mountaineering R BNy




Cultural tours
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7 Ecotourism is a good option for your local community
because you can utilize the natural beauty and cultural
richness of your surroundings to generate income for
your community and protect your local culture and
environment.
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Thank youl



